APPENDIX 2
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM FOR THE ROBERT FERGUSON HOUSE
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:;PaSZ)me 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
. Exp. 10—31-“

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places | received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in How to Compiete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Mame

historic Robert Ferguson House

and-or common

2. Location

street & number 636_Chestnut Hill Road —— not for publication
city, town Newark — vicinity of
state Delaware code county New Castle code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district — public X __ occupied - agriculture — museum
X_ building(s) _X_. private —_ unoccupied — commercial —  park
—_ Structure ____both —  work in progress — educational X private residence
——— Sit@ Public Acqguisition Accessible — entertainment —— refigious
—— object — . in process —__ yes: restricted —government —— scientific
— being considered —- Yes: unrestricted — industriai — transportation
— fna military —— Other:

4. Owner df Property

name Alice Norvell (Mrs. Alice Weber)

street & number 636 Chestnut Hill Road

city, town Newark —— vicinity of state Delaware

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New Castle County Recorder of Deeds

street & number 800 French Street (City-County Building)

city, town Wilmington state Delaware

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title pejaware Cultural Resource Survey has this property been determined eligible? __yes ___ no

date ___ftederal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records Delaware Division of Historic and Cultural Affairs

city, town _Hall of Records, Dover state Delaware
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

-.—. excellent . deteriorated X _ unaltered X original site

X__. good ... FUinS — .- altered -- . Mmoved date __ __ S, -
——— fate unexposed

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance - -
The Ferguson House, situated on Chestnut Hill Road near Newark, reflects the develop-

ment of buillding techniques from the late-eighteenth, early nineteenth and twentieth
centuries,

Stylistically, the two-story, two-bay southwest portion of the residence was con-
structed between 1790 and 1810. This single pile, frame section, presently covered with
asphalt siding features an interior end chimney, box cornice and field stone foundation.
Unlike the other portions of this structure, its framing consists of mortise and tenon
joining. This section has a full basement.

A lower, two-story, one~-room section adjoining the earlier structure retains its
original six-over-six double hung sash windows and interior end chimmey. Examination of
the original hardware found within this area and its building techniques suggests a
—onstruction date of about 1835. A basement has been added under this section in this
century to house heating equipment.

Around the turﬁ of the century, a third addition was attached to the residence.
It is a one-story, two-bay section and presently contains kitchen and bathroom facilities.

The interior of this modest, middle-class residence retains its original moulded
door and window surrounds, baseboard trim, four paneled doors and painted fireplace
mantels.

The southwest staircase wall within the earliest-known section retains its original
vertical sheathing with beaded edge. The staircase railing features square balusters
and handrail and terminates with a columnar newel post surmounted by an Ionic capital
with egg-and-dart motif.

Several additional buildings are on the property; however, all have been erected
by the present occupants who have owned the property since 1948. Included are a one-
story frame and concrete block combination garage and small machine shop, and three
smaller wooden sheds. With the exception of some present use for storage, the sheds
have essentially been abandoned since poultry and farming operations were ceased.

Although the nominated property and a smaller adjoining parcel retain much of their
rural characteristics, the general area is heavily developed as numerous residential com-
munities have been built along Delaware Route 4 (Chestnut Hill Road). 1In the immediate
vicinity of the nominated property, residential development is situated to the north
(rear) and west, and a 215-unit subdivision development occupies land across the Delaware
Route 4 roadway. A main entrance road of the subdivision "T" intersects with Delaware
Route 4 directly in front of the nominated structure. The structure is precariously
situated only 15 feet from the edge of the Delaware Route & roadway.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
. 1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation . law science

... 1500-1599 . agriculture . economics literature . sculpture
— - 1600~1699 X architecture education military social’

- . 1700-1798 art engineering - . music humanitarian
_x_ 18001899 . commerce exploration settiement philosophy .. theater
—.. 1900~ .. communications industry .. politics government  ___ transportation

. invention -—. other {specity)
Specific dates ) Builder Architect

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Ferguson House is characteristic of the small scale vernacular architecture of the
early nineteenth century. Because of its location in a highly developed part of the state,
it is one of the few in the immediate viecinity still standing and in good conditionmn.

While the interior trim is not elaborate, it is typical of that used by small landowmers
of the period, and attractive in its simplicity.

This dwelling, characterized by three distinct perlods of construction, reflects the
development of building techniques from the late eighteenth, early nineteenth, and twentieth
centuries. The interior trim and construction details suggest that the two-story, two-bay
section was constructed between 1790 and 1810. Original hardware on the interior door
joining this section with the lower, two-story, two-bay section suggests that the addition
was constructed about 1835. The deep fireplace and very simple trim indicate that it was
intended for use as a kitchen. Finally, around the turn of the twentieth century, a
one-story, two-bay section, containing kitchen and bathroom facilities was added. However,
despite the increase in the size of the structure over time, no significant changes were
made to the original construction of each section. Thus, the Ferguson House is a sig-
nificant survival from the first half of the nineteenth century.

Although the area surrounding the house and its grounds has undergone severe ground
disturbance due to development in the last twenty years, the activity areas associated
with the occupation of the house throughout its history has not been altered, except in
the roadway immediately in front of the house. Thus it should be possible to recover
significant socio-cultural information about the small landowner in the early nineteenth
century, a period and class for which we currently have little comparative data.
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). Major Bibliographical References

|0. Geographical Data

creage of nominated property 3,48

uadrangle name Newark East, DE Quadrangle scate _1: 24,000
TM Refarences

Lisl lalaiolaimio) Laraloia]sigiol ® ]

Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easting Northing

Lo bbb baad Ll s bl ol Ll by byl
Lo b bt L d s bl F!llllllll][lllllll
Lot b b b bl ML b L e b Lol g by o

srbal boundary description and justification 1he property nominated is a rectangular lot with roughly
+5 feet fronting the northern edge of the two lane Delaware Route 4 (Chestnut Hill Road). The
ipth of the property from highway right-of-way is approximately 610 feet. The property is
unded to the north and west by residential properties and to the east by public-owned open

ed as

(1C A__E g e3840 DLODE MAap

3 ached [h nominared nron 0

ist all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries parcel 2.
ate code county code
afe ‘ code county code

1. Form Prepared By

imeftitle  Nicholas S. Blendy/Highway Planner

glnlzatloﬁ Delaware Department of Transportation date 1/4/78

'eet & number Highway Administration Bldg., P. O. Box tgllghone (302) 736-4642

y or town Dover state Delaware 19903

2. State Historic Preservation Gfficer Certification

e evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—_ national —_. state —_local

i the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89--
5), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evatuated
cording to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. :

ate Historlc Preservation Ofticer signature

e : date

For NPS use only
I hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: : ' date
Chief of Registration L

PO 604:789 Rl
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